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Group Outline Six: Biblical Image of Mary 

Father Kentenich proclaimed the Blessed Mother as the official helpmate and associate of the 

Savior in his entire work of redemption. He gave many sermons and talks on Our Lady. They all 

had one fundamental theme: Mary is the great Christ-bearer, Christ-bringer, and Servant of Christ. 

For the Schoenstatt Mothers League, this is how we see the ideal of Mary in the Living 

Monstrance. 

In one of our founder’s sermons he asked the question: 

What is our Lord’s life-work? It is the work of redemption. He is still continuing this redemptive 

task. He is our Mediator at the Father’s throne in heaven. He wants to form and educate men 

and women. And what is Our Lady’s task? She is his official and permanent helpmate. She was 

not only our Lord’s helpmate when she gave birth to him; she continues to be his helpmate until 

the present day! As our Lord continues his task, so does Our Lady. She continues to be at his 

disposal as his constant helpmate. 

In some notes taken from a talk Fr. Kentenich gave in 1942 we read: 

The Marian person is the person who clearly sees and acknowledges Our Lady in her position 

in the plan of redemption, and who consistently adheres to this concept and acts accordingly. 

Reflection question: What evidence do we witness today of our Blessed Mother’s continual 

participation in the work of redemption? 

For the application of this concept Father Kentenich referred to the biblical image of Our Lady. 

With the passages from Holy Scripture, he used the following images to describe Mary and her 

mission. 

 The Ave in her ear (Lk. 1:26 ff.) 

With this Ave (Latin for “Hail” or “Rejoice” or “Be well”) God introduced redemption. Mary said 

yes to God’s redemptive plan on behalf of all humanity. The Ave never ceases ringing in her ears 

because her cooperation in the redemptive work of Christ will not cease until the work of 

redemption is completed?. Mary continues to listen to the slightest wishes of the Father in order 

to fulfill them. 

Reflection question: How does Mary help me hear God’s call and give my yes to God’s Ave in 

my life? 
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 The Magnificat on her lips (Lk. 1:30 ff.)  

Mary’s dialogue with God immediately turned into a blessing for all people of all generations. 

She continues to hurry across the mountain as a living monstrance to bring salvation to all people 

of all nations. With the joy of the Lord in her womb and in her heart we join in her song of praise:  

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness; behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed. 

The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

His mercy is from age to age to those who fear him. 

He has shown might with his arm, dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart. 

He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones but lifted up the lowly. 

The hungry he has filled with good things; the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has helped Israel his servant, remembering his mercy,  

According to his promise to our fathers, to Abraham and to his descendants forever. (Luke 1:46-55) 

 The child in her arms (cf. Mt. 2:10) 

They found the Child with Mary, his Mother. This is said of the shepherds and the magi, but applies 

to us as well. The one who gave birth to Christ continues to bring Christ to all people of all times. 

 The sword in her heart (cf. Jn. 19:25 ff.) 

Through suffering she matured to become the perfect cooperator in the redemptive work of Christ. 

What Simeon had prophesied, was fulfilled under the cross. Here her heart grew great and 

selflessly embraced all human suffering by offering what was dearest to her to the Father. 

 The fire of the Spirit overhead (cf. Acts 1:14; 2:3-4) 

Mary was the heart and center of the apostles, radiating peace and strength. Together with them 

she interceded for the Holy Spirit for the young Church. Throughout the centuries Mary has 

remained the great intercessor for the work of her Son. As the model and mother of the Church, 

she continues to intercede for the Church asking the Holy Spirit to guide us, particularly in times 

of conflict. 

 The serpent underfoot: (Genesis 3:15 and in the Book of Revelation 12:1.) 

In Genesis and the Book of Revelation, we find the most impressive picture of Our Lady: The 

Woman raised above the earth, under her feet lies all that is perishable and evil. She is the woman 

clothed with the sun and crowned with stars. Where Mary appears, she subdues Satan, she 

powerfully conquers evil, of course, by the power of Christ who clothed her in his own light.  

In their common enmity and battle against Satan, her Son crowned her with a crown of stars, the 

symbol of her exalted position over the whole universe. This crown is a symbol that fills us with 

joy and gratitude in an age of space discovery. This is the final image of woman, and of every 

person, who becomes great in his or her cooperation with God. 

Reflection question: Which biblical verse is most meaningful to you? Why? 
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Fr. Kentenich again and again painted this biblical image of Mary, the spouse and permanent 

helpmate of Christ. He did so with great warmth and enthusiasm. The two-in-oneness between 

Christ and Mary is expressed in many of Father Kentenich’s prayers. For example, he wrote this 

prayer in Dachau: 

Let me present the cross and the picture of Mary to the nations as the sign of redemption so that the 

two who stand as one in the Father’s plan of love may never be divided.1 

In 1950 Fr. Kentenich expressed his own prophetic vision when he said: 

Our dear Lady obviously wants – as the development of our [Schoenstatt] family history 

proves – to erect for herself a monument of her power, goodness, and wisdom in and through 

Schoenstatt. This monument should be visible far and wide in order to draw the attention of 

the world and the Church to the glory which she wants to reveal at the new shore. It is the 

glory of the official and permanent associate [companion] and helpmate of the Lord in his 

entire work of redemption. 

God, in his fatherly love ordained that Father Kentenich should die on a Sunday, (day of Christ’s 

Resurrection), which was at the same time a feast day of Our Lady, September 15 (the Seven 

Sorrows of Mary), sealing, as it were, his life and mission. Immediately after he had finished the 

celebration of holy mass, in the church dedicated to the most Holy Trinity in Schoenstatt, 

Germany, he died of a heart attack. God accepted his life dedicated to proclaiming the mission 

and message of God’s love experienced through a covenant of love with Mary. It is at this same 

place where Father Joseph Kentenich is buried and where many go to visit his tomb asking him 

to intercede in their needs. 

FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Explain Father Kentenich’s view of Mary’s position in the plan for redemption? 

2. What are some of the signs that Mary was living in a covenant relationship with Father 

Kentenich? 

3. What are some signs we experience where Mary is living in covenant with us? 

4. Mary is the great Christ-bearer, Christ bringer and Servant of Christ. What are examples of 

this in the Scriptures? 

5. How does she carry out this threefold function today and how can we follow her example? 

                                                 
1 J. Kentenich, Heavenwards, Instrument Way of the Cross, 332. 


