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Group Outline Five: Mary’s Mission 

Often we find a wide range of opinions about Mary’s place in the Church. In Schoenstatt we 

give the Mary, the Mother of God, an important place of honor in our network of shrines. 

According to God’s plan all who are called to work in his kingdom receive inspiration and 

experience her intercessory power. God wants to bring home to us what Paul VI expressed in his 

address after the third session of the Second Vatican Council: 

Marian devotion is not an aim in itself, but an aid which by its very essence leads us to Christ 

and unites us to the Father through the bond of love which is the Holy Spirit. Marian devotion 

is the guarantee of our faith in the mystery and the mission of Christ, and the expression of 

our loyalty to the Church which in Mary possesses her holiest and fairest daughter, her ideal 

image.1 

Reflection question: How has Marian devotion enhanced your Catholic faith? 

The life of our founder bears witness to Our Lady’s motherly love and her educational wisdom 

and power. 

In one of his first talks as spiritual director at the House of Studies in Schoenstatt, Father 

Kentenich told his young listeners the story of a boy whose mother had taken him to a statue of 

Our Lady and expressly entrusted him to her. The nine-year-old boy had taken part in the 

consecration with an unusually clear understanding. He had taken this act of self-surrender so 

seriously that it marked not only his childhood and youth, but became the foundation for his 

entire life. Today we know that at that time he had been speaking about himself, and with it gave 

us a clue to the mystery of his life. 

On the occasion of the silver jubilee of his ordination our founder said of himself: 

I know innumerable people who owe the complete reform of their lives to Schoenstatt. I know 

of many priests who time and again ask themselves the question: What would have become of 

me without Schoenstatt? To disregard such aspects of gratitude would be ungrateful. I also 

know and gladly admit that the lives of few priests have been as richly blessed as mine. Yet, I 
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also say: What has come into existence through me, and what has come into existence through 

you, has done so through our dear Mother Thrice Admirable of Schoenstatt. 

Let me tell you in more detail of the individual stages of this development. In particular I may 

say: She personally formed me from my ninth year on. I do not like to speak about these 

things, but in this context I think I may explain this to you. When I look back, I can say that I 

know of no other person who has had a deeper influence on my development. Millions of 

people break down when they are thrown back on themselves in a way I experienced it. I had 

to grow up in this complete solitude, because a world had to be born in me which I had later 

to reveal to many people. If I had been in touch with the intellectual trends prevalent at that 

time or if I had been personally attached, I could not say with such conviction today that my 

education was the exclusive work of Our Lady without any deeper human influence. I know 

that I have said a great deal. You must not take this as a mere phrase or as an attempt at 

saying something pleasant about Our Lady. I am convinced that Our Lady has in a unique 

way placed her intercessory power and her motherly heart at my disposal. You have 

experienced this too, and you can prove it in history. From the moment she took her dwelling 

in this sanctuary, she placed her power and her motherly heart at my disposal for the work 

which I was privileged to do. She has also given you to me as my cooperators. Please, study 

all that has developed through this deep and childlike love for Mary.2 

Reflection question: Can you describe a time your felt the Blessed Mother was guiding and/or 

educating you? 

Father Kentenich repeated this statement in various forms until the end of his life.  Our Lady 

formed him and made him a great fatherly personality who mastered life and the difficulties of 

the time in an exemplary way. Thousands of people admit that they experienced him as a saint, a 

transparency of the heavenly Father. 

A few extracts of the many letters of condolence which the Schoenstatt Family received on the 

occasion of his death may prove the point. Basically they all express the same thought. 

A bishop wrote: 

 Many thousands of men owe their vocation in the service of God to the father of the 

Schoenstatt Family. Many were inspired by his teaching and filled with the spirit of the 

Gospels long before the Vatican Council had proclaimed its teachings to the whole world. In 

Father Kentenich, I encountered one of the greatest men I ever met. He was filled with great 

love for God whose fatherly image he made transparent to all who came in contact with him. 

Another bishop wrote: 

The sadness which fills your hearts, is surely tempered not only by the belief that now you 

have a powerful intercessor in heaven, but also and above all the wonderful legacy which he 
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has left you: a life of faith, of love for the Church and of deep concern for the spiritual and 

material welfare of our fellowmen. Through Mary, the Mother, he obtained the strength to 

lead such a God-pleasing life…Our Lady helped him, not only to become a saint, but with her 

help Father Kentenich also fulfilled his God-given mission to proclaim the mystery of Mary to 

the world and to reveal her position in the plan of redemption. 

Reflection question: What do you think is meant that Father Kentenich is to help proclaim the 

mystery of Mary to the world? 

Our Lady prepared Father Kentenich for this task. He felt her special guidance particularly 

during his studies for the priesthood. She even came to his rescue in a time of great spiritual 

crisis. This was brought about by the study of new intellectual trends which accepted only what 

can be grasped by the human mind, and hence brought all knowledge into question.3 Our 

founder suffered intensely under this conflict, and yet he was unable to explain it to anyone. As 

he later put it, he saw that he was alone in his search for basic principles, and he thought he was 

on the verge of a mental breakdown. This young seminarian’s gaze fell upon Mary. It dawned 

upon him that Mary as the Immaculate Virgin, is a person in whom we find her nature in perfect 

harmony while being filled with God’s supernatural gift of grace. Mary became the solution to 

all his problems. He was convinced from then on that union with her would be man’s salvation 

in the intellectual battles of the new era. In her, Father Kentenich saw the harmonious 

combination of nature and grace; she is the one who has conquered all heresies in the history of 

the Church as well as in his own personal life.  

Our founder gave expression to this new insight for the first time in a dissertation which he 

wrote towards the end of his studies as a seminarian. With reference to the history of the 

Church, he proved that Our Lady has always been victorious in the battles against heresies and 

infidelity. 

The instructions which he gave the boys at the House of Studies, as their young spiritual 

director, also reveal the characteristic features of his image of Mary. They emphasize the unity 

between Jesus and Mary. 

Discussion Questions:  

1. How have the teachings of Father Kentenich affected you, as a member of Schoenstatt? 

2. Marian devotion is the guarantee of our faith. How does Marian devotion guarantee our 

faith and in what way does it secure our loyalty to the Church? Give examples from the 

life of the saints and from Church history. 

3. For Father Kentenich the unity between Jesus and Mary was important. What are some 

biblical examples of this unity? 
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