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Dear Schoenstatt Families,
On this covenant day we renew our commitment with the MTA filled with Advent longing! In the
silence of our hearts we long and pray for many miracles, for our children, relatives, friends, and coworkers. Often you share those intentions with me, with us, the Sisters, and we take them to prayer.
Today, I would like to share with you a miracle I pray for. You are part of it: building up our
Schoenstatt Family here in the USA.

The first miracle...

...that has to take place is that we discover and embrace who we are: Schoenstatt Families -- part of
the Schoenstatt Movement. With this in mind, a series of workshops will be offered on the second
Saturday of each month, from January - August, 2019. The dates for the workshops are listed here.
The first encounter will be on Saturday, January 12, 7 - 9 pm -- open to all the couples that are part
of Schoenstatt.

With gratitude for the growth that has taken place in the past, we stand before a new epoch. We know
that besides needing our prayers and sacrifices, the Church needs our service, action, formation, and
apostolate. Quiet, hidden, gentle as we may be at it, like the yeast in the dough, the Church needs us.
Knowing well our profile, structure, presence, and charism will result in a greater service to us and to
the Church.

Second,

that as a fruit of the grace of inner transformation the miracle of Christ comes about in each of us.
This does not happen overnight, it takes formation, self-education, and ongoing efforts offered to the
capital of grace for the sake of more grace… Deeper, higher, we want to delve into our spirituality,
that we become living images of Christ for others. Therefore, in Lent (3/9/19) we will offer a
Schoenstatt deep retreat for all Schoenstatt couples in the Wisconsin-Illinois area. Save the date!

Third,

I pray that we can draw from the foundational legacy left to us here in Milwaukee. The founder, the
bearer of Schoenstatt's charism, lived here, very close to us. From here he offered all for the Church.
His contributions to the capital of grace have enriched our land. If his charism can penetrate and
influence the destiny of the Church in the coming times, it will greatly (though not solely) depend on
us. Are we able to articulate in American language -- and most of all into practical life -- the powerful
tools of spiritual renewal Schoenstatt has given us? It takes a miracle, the continuous miracle of
remaining bound to the MTA in her covenant of love.
These and many more miracles I pray for… along with those you physically or spiritually bring to the
MTA in the shrine.
United to you in the covenant,
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